
English 3 Syllabus

Teacher: Ms. Garza

Email:  dxgarza@alvinisd.net

Classroom: C108

Conference: 3rd period

Lunch: B Lunch

Tutorials: Mondays/Wednesdays 6:50-7:10am, Wednesdays 2:50-3:30pm, or by appointment

Classroom Ext.: 2126

Course Description: Students of this course will continue to expand their communication skills through reading
a variety of literature, writing for a variety of purposes, and critically thinking for global applications. Grammar
and vocabulary will be integrated into lessons.

Course Overview:

Unit 1: First 20 Days/Fiction/Narrative Writing
Unit 2: Whole Group Novel and Informational Text
Unit 3: Poetry and Analysis
Unit 4: Argument
Unit 5: Book Clubs and Research
Unit 6: Multigenre and Oral Presentation

Required Personal Materials:
● Composition/Spiral notebook (exclusive for this class so you can leave it in my room)
● Notebook paper
● Sharpened/Mechanical pencils or blue/black ink pen
● A grade-appropriate book to read
● A little bit of GRIT and a whole lot of GRACE ☺

Grades:
Homework/Daily (60%) Major Grades (40%)

Late Work:
1 day late……-10 points (The highest grade a student could possibly receive is 90 %.)
2 days late…..-20 points (The highest grade a student could possibly receive is 80 %.)
3 days late….-30 points (The highest grade a student could possibly receive is 70%.)
4+ days late…Highest grade a student could possibly receive is a 50%; HOWEVER, NO CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN
FOR AN ASSIGNMENT ATTEMPTED TO BE TURNED IN FOLLOWING EACH 3-WEEK GRADING PERIOD

*If a student does not turn in an assignment, a mandatory tutorial will be assigned. If the student does not
attend this tutorial and complete the assignment, an office referral will be issued.

Make-Up Work: Attendance is key to success in this class. If an absence is absolutely necessary (including
athletics/school events), it is your responsibility to gather and complete the work you missed. If you are absent
on the due date of a standing assignment (meaning you were here when instructions and due date were given
before your absence), the work is due immediately upon your return. If you are absent for a test or quiz, you as
the student are responsible for scheduling the make-up test, which will be different from the original test. You



will receive the number of days missed +1 to complete work. Most assignments are posted in Google
Classroom, which is a vital resource for you to check when you’re absent.

* I follow the Manvel High School student handbook/student code of conduct. Please read it.

Course Expectations:
1. Be respectful (of yourself, your classmates, your teacher(s), and your school).
2. Use class time appropriately.
3. Follow all campus rules and expectations.

Tardies: Any student not in class ready to work when the bell rings will be counted tardy. “Ready to work” is
defined as students in their desks with supplies ready. Students running or jumping into the room as the bell
rings ARE tardy. Students not prepared to work when the bell rings ARE tardy. Three tardies result in an ECO.
Students will be marked ABSENT if they are more than 15 minutes late to class.

*If you have questions/concerns about your behavior, consequence, and/or grade, I will be happy to discuss
this with you before/after school and/or class but not during class.

Tutorials: I am available after school on Mondays/Wednesdays 6:50-7:10am and every Wednesday from
3:00-3:30. If you need additional help, I am also available by appointment. Students need a pass for tutorials
and should arrive on-time, or they may find I have left the classroom to take care of other business.

EOC STATEMENT: Students who have not passed the English 1 and/or English 2 EOC are required to do so in order to

graduate. There will be an opportunity to retest in December and then again in April.

Cell Phones and Other Miscellaneous Items: Cell phones and other similar electronic devices (tablets, iPods,
iPads, gaming devices, headphones, apple watches, etc) are NOT allowed in class. They must be turned off and
stowed away BEFORE entering class. Not seen + not heard = not taken. If we need to use a phone for an
educational purpose, I will give students permission to use them for that purpose in that time frame. If I see or
hear these items during “no cell time,” or they are not being used for the appropriate purposes during
designated cell time, they will be taken up in class and will not be returned to the student. Instead, items will
be turned into the appropriate assistant principal. Only parents/guardians may retrieve items; cell phones
require a $15 fee to be paid in order to retrieve it from the office.

*Please keep all backpacks, purses, and other bags under your desk through the entirety of class. If these items
are being a distraction, they will be stored at the front of the class. I will not be responsible for the security of
your bag if this occurs.

How to Stay Connected: I will use Google Classroom to communicate with your child throughout the year.
Please feel free to join your child’s appropriate period’s class so that you can receive all of my reminders and
announcements, as well as have access to all notes/assignments/etc.

*This syllabus, Google Classroom codes, and further information about me can be found on my teacher
website! Just go to Manvel HS Faculty and click the hyperlink attached to my name!

Alvin Independent School District



Academic Integrity Guidelines

It is the policy of Alvin Independent School District to facilitate honesty and integrity among the student body.
Students must work to be successful in the classroom, each on his/her own merits.

Academic misconduct can be defined to include but not limited to, giving or receiving of unauthorized aid on
examinations or in the preparing of notebooks, themes, reports or other assignments, knowingly
misrepresenting the source of any academic work; unauthorized changing of grades; unauthorized use of
school approvals or forging of signatures, plagiarizing of another’s work, or otherwise acting dishonestly in the
classroom.

Academic misconduct of any kind is unacceptable and will result in disciplinary consequences.  The assignment
will receive a zero and the parent will be notified at that time.  Repeated offenses may jeopardize the student’s
ability to successfully complete the course.

Examples of Academic Misconduct

Cheating – giving, using, or attempting to see unauthorized materials, information, notes, study aids, or other
devices in any academic exercise, including unauthorized communication of information

Fabrication or Falsification – unauthorized alteration or invention of any information or citation in an academic
exercise

Plagiarism – knowingly presenting the work of another as one’s own (i.e. without proper acknowledgement of
the source).  The sole exception to the requirement of acknowledging sources is when the ideas or information
are common knowledge.  This includes the use of Internet sources.

Facilitating Academic Misconduct – giving or attempting to help another commit an act of academic
misconduct

Tampering with Materials, Grades or Records – interfering with, altering or attempting to alter school records,
grades or other documents without authorization from an appropriate school official for the purpose of
changing, falsifying or removing the original information found in such records

Copyright Laws – All applicable copyright laws will be in effect as related to both computer software and
printed materials.  (See the Alvin ISD Technology Usage Policy.)
Source:  University of Kansas and Bentonville High School

I have read and understand the information and policies expressed on Ms. Garza’s syllabus.

_________________________________________         _______________________________________
(Parent’s/guardian’s signature)                                                (Student’s signature)

_________________________________________         ________________________________________
(Parent’s/guardian’s printed name)                                         (Student’s printed name)



Hello, Parents/Guardians!

A central goal of Reading Language Arts (RLA) is to establish a reading habit in the busy lives of our students. I
am hoping we can work together to recapture the pleasure and passion of readers. Please read through this
letter and know what you are signing before you do so.

The best books challenge our beliefs by helping us see through different eyes--to live a different life. I won’t
know the details of every book students read and refer to this year, nor will I remember the details of all the
books I recommend to students. What I seek for all of my students is a desire to read--for pleasure--for
knowledge--for a passion for story or information that will keep them interested in the pages of a book past
our assigned time for reading. It’s so important that they are reading! So you may pick up a book left behind on
a nightstand or on the kitchen table and open to a passage with the details of a group of child soldiers in Sudan
mercilessly slaughtering an entire village (A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah) and
wonder why reading it is a homework assignment, and I will answer, “Your son or daughter chose it.” I might
have recommended it because I read it and loved it, or the book may be unfamiliar to me because your child
borrowed it from another student, or it may be one of the current TAYSHAS books incentivized through our
campus library. The bottom line is I will not place a tight filter on what is read in this class, and I’m asking for
your support in this. I hope you will talk to your child about what he/she is reading this semester and have
amazing conversations at home.

We will also read some books as a class or in our book clubs that contain some content that different families
might find challenging.  We want to partner with families and work together to make sure that our classrooms
are successful.  While the focus of our teaching will never be on sensitive topics, often these books provide
some of the best platforms to engage our students in rigorous, thoughtful Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS) -based teaching and learning.  That said, we are always happy to have discussions with families about
finding alternative texts when using books where the element of student choice is absent.

I suggest you get a copy of a book and read it if you’re concerned about the content. If you want to know more
about a book your child is reading, please try the American Library Association website, barnesandnoble.com,
or contact me. I’ll tell you what I know.

Because I respect your role as parents/guardians and the traditions you hold sacred, if you want me to more
closely monitor your child’s choices this semester, by all means, call/email me and we’ll work out a plan of
which we can both contribute.

If you sign this, it means that you understand books won’t be banned in my classroom, and your child will be
allowed to choose what he/she wants to read. Our desire is to partner with families to find solutions when
something is not a good fit.  All you need to do is reach out.

Thanks for your support,

Drew Garza dxgarza@alvinisd.net MHS/RLA Department

______________________    ________________________  __________________________
Student’s Name (Print) Parent’s Name (Print)                           Parent’s Signature

mailto:kmlee@alvinisd.net

